
































































































































































































































































































































































































































260 THE QUEEN’S HOUSEHOLD CH. XVIII

however, to make our tale complete, and both will be found to be
arranged on lines already familiar.

In the case of Anne of Bohemia, it is a curious fact that direct
material, in the shape of original documents shaped by her own
officials, is almost completely lacking during her lifetime. Ex-
ceptions exist in the shape of a few letters,! an indenture or two,?
and some accounts of the hundred of Macclesfield,® but it is not
til} she is dead that we get a list of members of her household,
compiled because they are to receive gifts in memory of their good
service,! and a number of accounts presented by receivers and
bailiffis who, though appointed by Anne herself, did not make
their returns till they were called upon by those placed in charge
of her lands after her death.®* Thanks, however, to the light
which these shed on earlier conditions, and also to many references
in patent, close and fine rolls, it is not difficult to reconstruct in
outline her administrative machinery.

At the centre, of course, stands the queen herself with her
court about her, ladies, knights, squires, clerks, pages, grooms
and servants, generally in residence with the king but sometimes
alone.® Of most of her household we know little, though here and
there a name makes its impression for some special reason. So
it is, for example, in the case of her knight Ralph Stafford,
murdered by her husband’s balf-brother, Sir John Holland ;? or
of her lady-in-waiting, Agnes of Lancecrona, whose abduction by
the duke of Ireland caused a public scandal;® or of Brother
Nicholas Hornyk, her confessor, to whom in 1385 was committed
the keeping of the alien priory of Montacute, Somerset, and who
secured it again in 1386, “ for past and future good service,”
although in the interval its prior had sought and obtained the
custody for himself in accordance with the provision that the
heads of alien houses should normally be preferred to others in

* B.g. E.A. 510/29.

® Jb, 403/3. 3 M.A. 804/12.

4 K.R. Misc. Accts, 663. I am indebted to Miss M. H. Mills for this reference.

s M.A. 1203/3, 1242/13, 1092/4.

¢ In July 1382 the king granted her his prises on wine coming to the ports
of Bristol and Southampton “* 1n aid of her household expenses while she keeps
house when not in his company > (C.P.R., 1381-85, p. 157).

7 Bee above, iii. 395, and the life of Ralph’s father and namesake in the
D.N.B.

8 See above, iii, 424,
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this capacity.! Hornyk may have been one of those Bohemians
whose presence in the queen’s train provoked so much criticism.
The most important officials were Sir Richard Abberbury, the
queen’s chamberlain, and Thomas More, her treasurer and receiver-
general. Abberbury is presumably the same man who had in-
herited the manor of Donnington in Berkshire before 1353,
founded or refounded a hospital there in 1394, and sold the
manor to Thomas Chaucer in 1415.2 Dr. Tout identifies him as
the first magister of Richard, who became a knight of the king’s
chamber on the accession of Richard II., and who was expelled
from court by the Merciless Parliament in 13883 'Within four
months of the king’s marriage he was acting as attorney for the
queen,* though the first mention I have noticed of him under the
title of chamberlain does not come till 1382.5 Thereafter till 1386
he was constantly busied in the queen’s affairs, while as late as
1393 an annuity to her master of the horse was granted by the
advice of “ Richard Abberbury, knight, and others of her council.”’
After her death Richard Abberbury was one of the two knights
appointed with clerical colleagues to audit the accounts of Thomas
More as to the collection of moneys owed to the queen.” It looks,
therefore, as if his connection with the queen survived his removal
from the king’s service.8

Thomas More may not have been in office from the outset,
since in June 1382 Hugh of Cottingham was described as
“ treasurer and secretary of the queen,”® whereas Thomas in
July of the same year, when engaged in an inquiry on Anne’s
behalf as to the value of a manor assigned to her in dower, was
called merely “clerk.”® However, by 1385 he had become
receiver-general,!* and either under that title or as treasurer, or
on one occasion under a composite description as thesaurarius

* C.F.R., 1383-91, pp. 108, 127, 130. Hornyk’s duties as confessor seem
hardly compatible with the assurance now given by four mainpernors in Chancery
that he would * stay continually upon the priory and its possessions.”

2 V.C.H. Berkshire, 1v. 91, 93-94, 96.

3 See above, iii. 330-331, iv. 341, 344.

4 C.C.R., 1381-85, p. 54. 5 C.P.R., 1381-85, p. 263.

s Ib., 1391-96, p. 488. ? Ib., 1396-99, p. 245.

8 1 do not feel quite certain, however, that all these references are to the
same person. The licence for the crenellation of Donnington Castle given in
1386 to Richard of Abberbury ” the elder,” shows that a namesake was alive

at that date (Ib., 1385-89, p. 156). s Ib., 1381-85, p. 132.
10 Ib. p. 196. u C.0.R., 1385-89, p. 99,
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