






















































































































































































































































































































































































236 REACTION, 1327-1333 CH. XII

Thomas Gargrave, “clerk of the king’s chamber,” who was
holding office in May 1330.

Both Talbot and Gargrave welcomed the fall of Mortimer, and
had their reward for their worship of the rising sun. Talbot
succeeded Mortimer as justice of West Wales.2 Gargrave was
prominently engaged in sequestrating the lands and chattels of
the fallen earl of March.® One important name is mentioned
vaguely in connection with the chamber business of these years.
When in 1331 Edward ITI. went to France to hold an interview
with Philip VI. at Pont-Sainte-Maxence, Bury, already keeper
of the privy seal, accompanied him and acted as paymaster of the
expedition, receiving in the king’s chamber considerable sums from
the Bardi and others towards its expenses.* This looks as if
Bury was both clerk of the chamber and keeper of the privy seal,
the more so since an obscure reference in the memoranda rolls,
makes him receive moneys in the chamber so late asin 1333. The
transaction may of course be earlier than its record.®

A king, who was a minor and acting under tutelage, could not
have an active chamber. Such an office postulated a strong-

* C.P.R., 1327-30, p. 518.

2 C.F.R.iv. 194. He was acting on Oct. 23, 1330.

3 Ib. iv. 218, 226 ; C.C.R., 1330-33, p. 65.

¢ Enr. Accts. (W.and H.) 2/34. *Compotus Ricardi de Bury, clerici, Willelmi
de Northwell attornati sui, de receptis et expensis factis in passagio regis versus
partes Francie, mense Aprilis, anno quinto.” The dates were April 2 to May 6:
the receipt £1309 : 15 : 74, and the expense £1316 : 15 : 2. Most of it was lent by
the Bardi, partly through the exchequer, but also to the amount of £300 “in
denariis eidem Ricardo in camera regis liberatis.” The amount spent shows how
exaggerated is the story in Murimuth (p. 63), and Baler (p. 48), that the king
went in disguise or in great privacy. C.P.R., 1330-34, p. 122, gives an
acknowledgment of the debt.

5 M.R.K.R. 110, breu. dir. bar. m. 31d. This is a privy seal writ of Feb. 6,
1333 ; but Bury was then keeper of the privy seal, and there is no reason for not
believing that the transaction referred to as the receipt of moneys in chamber by
Bury, “ our dear clerk,” from John Wodehouse, clerk of the hanaper, may not
have referred to a transaction of any time after 1328, when Wodehouse became
clerk of the hanaper. The writ runs as follows: ‘‘ Come nostre cher clere,
Richard de Bury, eit receu en nostre chambre par nostre comandement quarante
livres de nostre cher clerk Johanne de Wodehous, gardeyn del hanaper de
nostre chancellerie, des issues du dit hanaper, vous mandoms ge la dite somme
de quarante livres facetz duement allouer au dit Johanne sur soen acounte en
manere come apert. Done souz nostre priue seal a Euerwyk, le vi jour de
fleverier, lan de nostre regne septisme. Hoc breue allocatur in compoto
eiusdem Johannis,” etc. The story as above, in iii. 27-28, about Bury
writing with his own hand a signet letter, would further suggest a con-
nection between him and the chamber in which the secret seal or signet was
kept.
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willed king, intent on exploiting his power and on keeping
authority in his own hands.

We must not, therefore, attribute exclusively to the special
circumstances, brought about by the revolution of 1326, the
decline of the chamber during the minority of Edward ITI.  Fifty
years later we shall have to notice that chamber operations
were similarly curtailed during the nonage of Richard II. The
chamber did not at once change its ways when Edward III. began
to govern as well as to reign. The final auditing of the chamber
accounts of Edward II. had to be completed in the new period;
but by the time this long-drawn-out processhad been accomplished,
we can see how the inactive chamber of the minority was gradu-
ally developing into the vigorous chamber of the firmly estab-
lished young king.
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