





































































































64 Of Education.

the examples of others, whom they esteem and think
above themselves. And if the things which they ob-
serve others to do, be ordered so that they insinuate
themselves into them, as the privilege of an age or con-
dition above theirs ; then ambition, and the desire still
to get forward, and higher, and to be like those above
them, will set them on work, and make them go on
with vigour and pleasure ; pleasure in what they have
begun by their own desire.  In which way the enjoy-
ment of their dearly beloved freedom will be no small
encouragement to them. To all which, if there be
added the satisfaction of credit and reputation, I am
apt to think there will nced no other spur to excite
their application and assiduity, as much as is necessary.
I confess, there needs patience and skill, gentleness
and attention, and a prudent conduct, to attain this at
first. But why have you a tutor, if there needed no
pains ? But when this is once established, all the rest
will follow more easily than in any more severe and im-
perious discipline. And I think it no hard matter to
gain this point ; I am sure it will not be, where chil-
dren have no ill examples set before them. The great
danger therefore I apprehend is only from servants,
and other ill-ordered children, or such other vicious or
foolish people, who spoil children, both by the ill pattern
they set before them in their own ill manners, and by
giving them together the two things they should never
have at once; I mcan, vicious pleasures and com-
mendation.
Chiding. § 77. As children should very seldom
be corrected by blows; so, I think, frequent,
and especially passionate chiding, of almost as ill conse-
quence. It lessens the authority of the parents, and the
respect of the child : for I bid you still remember, they
distinguish early betwixt passion and reason : and as they
cannot but have a reverence for what comes from the
latter, so they quickly grow into a contempt of the
former; or if it causes a present terror, yet it soon
wears off ; and natural inclination will easily learn to
slight such scarecrows, which make a noise, but are
not animated by reason. Children being to be re-
strained by the parents only in vicious (which, in their
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tender years, are only a few) things, a look or nod only
ought to correct them, when they do amiss; or, if
words are sometimes to be used, they ought to be grave,
kind, and sober, representing the ill, or unbecoming-
ness of the faults, rather than a hasty rating of the child
for it, which makes him not sufficiently distinguish
whether your dislike be not more directed to him than
his fault. Passionate chiding usually carries rough and
ill language with it, which has this further ill effect,
that it teaches and justifies it in children : and the
names that their parents or preceptors give them they
will not be ashamed or backward to bestow on others,
having so good authority for the use of them.
§ 78. Iforesee here it will be objected to
me : what then, will you have children
never beaten, nor chid, for any fault? this will be to
let loose the reins to all kind of disorder. Not so much
as is imagined, if a right course has been taken in the
first seasoning of their minds, and implanting that awe
of their parents above-mentioned. I'or beating, by
constant observation, is found to do little good, where
the smart of it is all the punishment is feared or felt in
it ; for the influence of that quickly wears out with
the memory of it. But yet there is one, and but one
fault, for which, I think, children should be beaten ;
and that is obstinacy or rebellion. “And in this too I
would have it ordered so, if it can be, that the shame
of the whipping, and not the pain, should be the
greatest part of the punishment. Shame of doing
amiss, and deserving chastisement, is the only true re-
straint belonging to virtue. The smart of the rod, if
shame accompanies it not, soon ceases, and is forgotten,
and will quickly, by use, lose its terror. I have known
the children of a person of quality kept in awe, by the
fear of having their shoes pulled off, as much as others
by apprehensions of a rod hanging over them. Some
such punishment I think better than beating ; for it is
shame of the fault, and the disgrace that attends it,
that they should stand in fear of, rather than pain, if
you would have them have a temper truly ingenuous.
But stubbornness; and an obstinate disobedience, must
VOL. IX. F
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