





















































26 The Demesne. 1270—1307. [cH.

The reap-reeve and cart-reeve were charged with humbler
agricultural services, the performance of which was limited to the
harvest season. They were elected in the manor court.

Near the church and between the manor court and the meadow
that bordered on the beck, lay the gardens'. They were surrounded
by walls?; a ditch ran between one garden and the meadow?. They
were as much orchards as gardens in the modern sense, for their
chief marketable products were apples and ciders. The yield of these
was very irregular. In some years the bailiff and townspeople
testified that no cider had been made®; often nothing was sold from
the gardens®. On the other hand, in 1273, 351 gallons of cider were
sold for over £17, and in another season 76 bushels of apples were
gathered® As a rule the apples were either sold or sent to Lopham?.
Not far from the hall was a vineyard®.

The chief source of income to the lord of the manor was the
produce of the arable demesne. This lay for the most part in
Forncett, though there were a few acres in Tacolneston, Moulton,
and Wacton.

Its location, in so far as it lay in Forncett, is shown on the map,
and exhibits some noteworthy features.

First, near the manor house in St Mary’s, near, that is, to the
nucleus of Forncett manor, was a large block of land known as
the Hall Close, or Hall Croft, while not far off were other blocks, each
of several acres.

Second, excepting these pieces, a very large proportion of the
arable demesne lay on the outskirts of the manor, and was assart,
z.e. land brought into cultivation at a comparatively late period ™.,

Third, only a very small proportion of the demesne consisted
of scattered acre or half-acre strips, the rest being in blocks of
considerable size.

Fourth, as has been said, there was very little demesne in the
frce hamlets of Eastern Twanton.

The fields (campi) of Westwood Ridding and of Hall Close were

Two gardens are mentioned, the ‘magnum gardinum,’ and * gardinum juxta ecclesiam.’
Min. Acc’ts, 935/12.

* Mm. Acc'ts, 935/12, 935/13, 935/1 4. 3 Min. Acc'ts, 935/4, 935/1%.
* Cf. also 935/16, * 6s. de veteribus pomariis...1n gaidino de Tacolneston.’

5 Mm. Acc'ts, 935/12. ® Min. Acc’ts, 935/14.

7 Appendix VIII., xxxu. 8 Min. Acc'ts, 935/5, 935/8.
? Min. Acc’ts, 935/5, 935/15. 10 Min. Acc’ts, 935/4, 935/12.

1! For example, Westwood Ridding, the piece near Thaiston Wood (XIL. 6, St Peter’s),
Bolkanidding (IIL. 2, St Mary’s), the strip west of Bromewood (IV. 7, St Mary’s) and
probably the strips south of Bromewood (IV. 6, St Mary’s).











































































74 The Tenants and their Land. 1376—78. [cH.

with the consent of the lord. The manor was overcrowded at this
period? and the non-tenant serfs represented the surplus servile
population. On the other hand, the fugitives of the late fourteenth
century left the manor against the will of the lord. The labouring
population had diminished. The lord wished to retain his bond
tenants within his domain, but the bondmen were attracted from the
manor by new opportunities of gain, and the manorial officers could
not be depended upon to execute the lord’s orders?.

Of the bondmen that remained within the manor some seem to
have prospered. At this period real estate was the form of invest-
ment that bondmen would be most likely to make. It therefore
throws light upon the condition of the bondmen to inquire to what
extent they were renting or buying land.

Of the 73 lessees of land in the years 1376-8, 16 bore surnames
that were borne by bond families of the manor, and it may therefore
be assumed were serfs. The average amount of land, not including
the demesne gr the manor of Williams, farmed by the 73 lessees, was
34 acres.  Of the serfs that leased land, nine farmed small amounts
of not more than 2} acres; one farmed 14 acres of arable, a croft,
and the cart-house; another, 24 acres of arable, the orchard, close,
stotts’ stable; another, some 6 acres, the chamber west of the gate,
and the grange ; another, 8} acres. Of the remaining three, Robert
Herberd and Robert Houlot farmed the demesne arable and meadow,
besides a few acres of other arable land. Together with William
Hernyng, Houlot also farmed the manor of Williams, for which a
yearly rent of £8 was paid. Hernyng also farmed the market tolls,
and jointly with another tenant—whom we have no reason to suppose
a bondman—he farmed some 25 acres in Redelyngfeld. With the
exception of the joint lessee of Redelyngfeld, all the lessees of
considerable quantities of land were bondmen. With two excep-
tions the farmers of all the demesne lands and buildings were also
bondmen?,

At this period the bondmen were also purchasing *soiled land.
Thus between 1358 and 1376 different members of the Bolytoute

! Evidence for this is the small size of the holdings, see above, p. 17 ff.,, and the relatively
large population at this period, see below, chapter viir.

? Moulton Court Rolls, Ms. 1354. ¢ Misericordia vi. d. De praeposito et messore quia
non levaverunt c. s. de Willelmo filic Roberti, Milone Springald, Roberto Elbald et Waltero
Bee, manucaptoribus Willelmi Elbald carucarii qui se elongavit a servitio domini sicut
habuerunt in praccepto.” For instances from the Forncett rolls see footnotes on p- 75-

# This may perhaps be explained by the fact that most of the tenants who lived near the
manor house were bondmen. See above, p. 13 ff. and Map.

vi] The Tenants and their Land. 1376—78. 75

family—one of the bond families that appears most prominently in
the Forncett records —soiled 44 messuages, 1 pightle, 32 acres, and
o ‘pieces’ of land.

Besides the flight of serfs from the manor, the rolls, few though
they are, contain many other indications of the social disorders which
mark this period. Thus, the reference to three ‘ unknown men’ is
noteworthy'. An unusually large number of persons, including a
parson and two chaplains, were amerced for hunting in the lord’s
warren®. There were complaints that three messors had taken from
the tenants larger sums than were due; and in general the messors
seem to have been particularly untrustworthy in discharging the

duties of their office?

1 Court roll, 1394.

% 1358. The messors of Carleton and Forncett were amerced *pro contemptu eo quod
non custodierunt inquisicionem jur’ super diversos articulos prout habuerunt in praecepto
senescalli.” )

¢ De W. G. de Carleton electo ad officium cartereve de poena forisfacta eo quod recusavit
jurare ad dictum officium faciendum, etc.’ ) .

1373. The messor of Carleton was amerced ‘quia non fecit officium suum.” The messor
of Forncett was amerced ‘ quia non fect exequit’ curiae prout ei injunctum fuit.’ .

1373- ‘De Johanne Dosy messore quia non fecit exequit’ curiae prout habuit in
mandato.’ ]

1394. ‘De Willelmo Barkere (vid.) Johanne Alvard (vid.) Willelmo Grey (vid.) nuper
messoribus dominae quia ceperunt de Willelmo Stoktone et de aliis diversis homimbus prout
testatur per homagium denarios plus quam levare debuerunt per warantum suum in prejudicium
dominae. Ideo in misericordia. Et praeceptum est quod resolvi faciant dictos denarios sic
male captos.’














































































XX Appendiz VII.

Dat . T
L:’::-s: Lessee ﬁgzsleaﬁzgs. Messuagle;;sg;ofts, etc Ye;f: Rent Reg;rser
1410 | T. Ovedale Manor of
Williams
in Tacol-
neston 1 'y
J. Wryghte 1 3 pightle 7 25,
W. Dowe 3 14 |{meadow 10 35, 6d.
A. Hapton 3 vacant m. 7 25, 4d.
N. Westhale 1 2 5 2
1411 | R. Wadeker I 7 Is. IS,
R. Shepherde 3 7 1s. 8d. 63d.
J. Cook 3 20 1. 15 4d.
A. Hacoun 1 2 1o 15, 2d. 93d.
C. Smith and s. 6 1 pightle 10 25, 8d.
7 1
R. Shepherde { 18 } m. 10 5.
14
J. Osberne I 3 10 1. 3d. 83d
close
R. Hawne 1 pightle 10 45, 2d.
turbary
J. Verdoun 1208 7 | 335 4d. 33d.
R Whitlok 3 10 84, 104d.
T. Ovedale Manor  of
Williams 7 £8
ightle of
R. Dosy { 2 ?3 Plﬁl. e of pasture Jl 10 | 125 4d.
J. Wronge 9 27 20 8s. 10d.
J. Drake 2 2 pightle 10 15, 4d.
[ 3 2 m.
1412 | R. Hunne [ 10 6s
ST
R. Buk 12 2 20 | 135 6d. 15, 1d.
R. Gallard | S} e 15, 3d. 10d.
J. Pyllet { 54 } 7 e 4l
E. Gallard { ;’10 3 } 7 55, 2d. 84d.
R. Racche 9 3 m. 7 45. 6d.
J. Davy 18 24 12| 155, 2d. 93d.
R. Buk 12 2 20 | 145, 2d. 15, 2d.
M. Broun 2 2 | pasture 7 55, 6d.
R. Doraunt { 110 g4 } 6 6s. 2d.
H. Herdelere { ! :3 } 9 35.
J. Wryghte { ;10 2 m } 6 75. 114,
A. Hobbes 310 g10 7 25, 4d. 8d.
W. Floraunce 7 6 6s. 6d. 113d.
u
R. Dosy { - } 6 | 65 4d. od.
R. and W. Roll- 13
ston 12 2 10 45 4d. 1s. 4d.

! ¢ For so long as the manor of Forncete shall remain in the hands of Wm. Rees, Esq.’
2 Blank in MS. 3 Meadow. 4 Pasture.

5 Meadow, 15 perches x 6 ft. ¢ Westwooderedyng.

7 Including 2 crofts and 1 toft, each containing 1 a. 2r. ¥ Meadow and pasture.
¢ Turbary. 1 Demesne. 11 Length of term not stated.
12 Enclosed.

Date

Lease

1413
1422
1423

1424

1425

1426

1427

1428

1429

1430

1431

Appendix VII.

xxi

Area leased: | Mess s, Crofts, etc, Term 3
Lessee Acres Rods ssuagliasg,doft Yen:rs Rent Rf\n:rep i
H. Herdeler 3 8 6d. 84.
T. Hulle 3 2 m. 25, 4d.
R. Shepherde 2 2 6 15, 6d. 73d.
J. Kirton { i 1 *21 } 12 45 4d. Is. 4d.
R. Dosy 4 1o 104. 24d.
W. Broun 6 3 35 6d. 7d.
J. Ryngere r? 10 3d. Is.
R. Buxton 3 close 10 45. 6d.
pightle
turbary
J- Ryngere 3 1 10 25. 10d. 103d.
R. Rede pasture! 10 35.
W. Florens 7 10 6s. 6d. 11}d.
R. Verdoun 15 2 7 1105 4d. 8d.
J. Ryngere, jun. 2 7 25, Is.
9 3%
T. Lyncolne l 15 12 6s. 7hd.
T. Bonde 13 7 Is. 4d. 93d.
T. Parmanter and herbageand pasture®| 10 | 105
J. Flete
R. Balle 1 5 8d. 84.
J. Pekoc 2 7 5. 4d. 8d.
A. Whytfot 63 20 2. 44,
N. Baxtere 44 24 20 25, 3d. 6.
W. Buntyng 64 Y 35. 6d.
J. Baxtere 3 20 64. 8d.
J. Bekiswell 2 2 1o 15, 84, 84,
M. Mannyng 1 20 4d. 4.
R. Murdaunt 3 2 3 m. 40 25, 3d.
J. Kock 2 20 3d. 6d.
A. Page and s. 2 2 20 25, 7d. 5. 3.
R. Thorn 10 2% |m. 20 35. 84,
M. Mannyng 1 2 20 15, 6d. 15
W. Bolitout I 3 7 rod. 54d.
E. Gallard : 2 20 15, 6d. 73d.
W. Caston 3 2 toft 20 15, 4.
R. Verdon 44 20 25, 8d. 8d.
J. Flete and w. 12 10 10d. 63d.
W. Gegge and w. 3 2 vacant m. F 25, 84,
T. Donne 3 2 10 25, 3d. 74d.
S. Hokir 5 2 7 35, 24d. 7d.
R. Reede 2 10 15, 84, Tod.
N. Baxtere 2 1 10 113d. 3d.
R. Buxton 8 1 10 55, 2d. 73d.
W. Buntyng and
R. Verdon warren 7 {108 ‘
. 27 10 | 145, 104d. 84d.
J- Pilet { 27 ] ﬁ 84. 35, 4d.
18 28
T. Wulsy 38 fm. J» 10 35, 114d. 10d.%
2 2 pightle
R. Dosy meadow 10 15 IS, .
2 ) 10 4d. 8d.
W. Verdon { Cor L5 9.

! Enclosed.
* Demesne.
& Of ‘le Bromwode® called ‘le Bares.’
8 In a croft.

? In pightle.

5 ¢«Cum le rones.

¥ Sie.

3 Meadow, 15 perches x 6 ft.

7 Meadow.
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